
by JESSICA 
STOCKDALE

The Octo-
ber gallery 
exhibitions 

at BAYarts are uni-
fied in their coin-
cidental theme of 
finding beauty in 
unexpected, over-
looked places. For 
“Re-Source-Full,” 
Martha Cliffel uses 
discarded items to 
create her master-
pieces. And in “Tall 
Walls,” Allison Polgar focuses 
on the allure of overlooked 
scenes of life.

Finding cohesion in the 
mix, Artistic Director Karen 

Petkovic says, “Martha is an 
intuitive builder and gleans 
meaning from the juxtaposi-
tion of disparate and some-

by VICTOR RUTKOSKI

The Westlake Police Depart-
ment, the City of Westlake 
and Westlake Kiwanis have 

joined together to gather dona-
tions for the victims of hurricanes 

Florence and Michael. They need 
your help to help them. There is a 
great need in the Carolinas, Geor-
gia, Alabama and Florida.

Bring your donations for the 
victims of Florence and Michael 
to the Westlake Police Garage, 

27700 Hilliard Blvd., 
throughout the month 
of October. Items that 
are needed are: bottled 
water, non-perishable 
food items, gently used 
or new clothing, pet 
supplies and food, toi-
letries and household 
items.

For more information 
contact Rick Grane of the 
Westlake Kiwanis, 440-
892-0974 or rickgrane@
aol.com. 

by PAMELA WILLITS 

Bay Village resident and former 
Bay High principal James 
Cahoon has been selected as 

the 2018 recipient of the Outstanding 
Fundraising Volunteer Award by the 
Association of Fundraising Profession-
als (AFP) Greater Cleveland Chapter. 

Mr. Cahoon will receive the 
award during the 34th annual Greater 
Cleveland National Philanthropy Day 
luncheon on Nov. 2. He was nominat-
ed for the award by The MetroHealth 
Foundation.

Beth Darmstadter, MetroHealth 
Foundation’s Director of Individual 
Giving, characterizes Cahoon as having 
incredible humility and passion for the 
causes he believes in – most important-
ly cancer care, preventing opioid addic-
tion, and helping those less fortunate 
than himself. Since 2013, Cahoon has 
served on The MetroHealth Founda-
tion board of directors where he has 
mentored new board members and 
coordinated a showcase of Bay High 
School student artwork in the lobby 
of MetroHealth’s Cancer Center to 
brighten the walls for patients.
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Westlake gathering supplies 
for hurricane victims
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Pumpkins, pumpkins everywhere!

Danielle and Lauren Marhefka from Strongsville proudly display the pumpkins 
that they selected at the Fall Festival & Pumpkin Hunt held at the Westlake 
Rec Center on Oct. 13. The free annual event includes hay rides, food trucks, 
face painters, games, plus the pumpkin patch where hundreds of pumpkins, 
some that are hand-painted by the recreation department staff, are free to 
kids age 8 and younger. See more photos on page 8.

Former BHS 
principal honored 
for volunteerism

Lilly Weston 
House restoration 

project update
by WILLIAM KRAUSE

In 2000, when the city of 
Westlake accepted the gift 
of the 1844 Lilly Weston 

house and one acre of land 
abutting the Westlake Recre-
ation Center Park from Alice 
Ladanyi, a Weston descen-
dant, they set aside $50,000 
to stabilize and button up the 
exterior envelope of the build-
ing and install the historic 
marker.

The city hired Lewin and 
Associates, consulting engi-
neers, to do a structural analy-
sis in 2017. The city of Westlake 
and the Westlake Historical 
Society shared the cost of the 
$7,000 study. The city’s $3,500 
share of the cost of the study 
was taken from the original 
$50,000 set aside by the mayor 
and City Council, which now 
has a remaining balance of 
$5,000. The rest of the original 
$50,000 was used to remove 
a 1960s addition and modern 
improvements from the inte-
rior of the house, re-construct 
a portion of the rear wall, put 
on a new roof, chemically strip 
mustard-colored paint off the 
exterior stone and brick, repair 
and paint exterior windows, 
doors and trim, and repoint 
the mortar.

When the Westlake His-
torical Society leased the 
building from the city in 2004, 
the agreement was that the 
Society would raise the rest of 
the funds to restore the struc-
ture into a museum of early 
Dover history. The Society was 
able to raise about $20,000 
which was used to make some 
of the above-listed improve-
ments and pay for electricity 
to the house.

As members of the Lilly 
Weston Committee of the 
Westlake Historical Society 
aged or moved away the proj-
ect stalled. Because the out-
side looked so much better 
some members of the com-
munity thought that the proj-
ect was completed.

 » See RESTORATION page 6
Kiwanian Rick Grane and WPD Captain 
Jerry Vogel sort donated items.

BAYarts October art exhibits 
focus on the unexpected

“Children’s Hour” by Martha Cliffel

 » See BAYARTS page 4
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Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

      The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by,  for 
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics and 
events in our community. The mission of the Westlake | 
Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve and energize 
the community through citizen participation of the 900+ 
community volunteers. All Westlake and Bay Village 
residents are invited to participate.

Observer Guidelines
      Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love 
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in 
mind when writing for the Observer:
• Anyone who lives or works in Westlake or Bay Village 

is encouraged to contribute. 
• Aim for 300-500 word articles. 
• Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of  2 megabytes 

in size. 
• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy others’ 

work and remember to credit your sources and list the 
photographer of photos.

• Don’t use stories to promote a business – that’s what 
ads are for.

• Review our Observer FAQs on our website at: 
wbvobserver.com.

• Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step 
along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for advice 
or help with topics, content or the submission process. 
Staff contact information is listed below.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.                                      

All content should be submitted through the online 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
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The Observer is open to all Bay Village and Westlake residents who want 
to participate in sharing positive news. It’s fun, easy and free to become 
an Observer. Visit our website at wbvobserver.com and click on Member 

Center to sign up and be a part of this vital community project! 

Join the 
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 In 2017, he was elected vice 
chair of MetroHealth Founda-
tion’s outreach committee. Prior 
to his involvement with the Foun-
dation, Cahoon was a member 
of MetroHealth’s Cancer Vision 
Advocacy Council, prompted by 
a dear friend who was receiving 
treatment at MetroHealth.

To honor his friend and sup-
port the MetroHealth Cancer 
Center, Cahoon created the Brett 
Altieri Golf Outing Invitational. In 
2018, the event raised more than 
$12,000 bringing the total amount 
raised over seven years to more 
than $80,000. Cahoon’s fundrais-
ing has helped support cancer 
research projects and cancer 
support and survivorship needs, 
including patient transportation 
and a survivorship symposium.  

Following the deaths of 15 
former Bay Village students, 
Cahoon thought enough was 
enough and became instrumen-
tal in starting a community-based 
group called “Our Children Are 
Dying” (OCAD) to address the 
opioid epidemic by providing 
resources and programming to aid 
students and families.

In a letter of recommendation 
for the award, Sean McAndrews, 
Bay Middle School principal, said 
Cahoon was the most genuine and 
caring person he had ever met, 
giving countless hours to impor-
tant causes. Today, OCAD con-
tinues to provide information to 
parents of pre-K through grade 12 
students on how to talk to children 
regarding risky behavior.   

Other organizations James 
Cahoon and his wife, Deb, support 
include Fill This House (a nonprof-
it dedicated to helping youth aging 
out of foster care), Care for AIDS, 
Feeding Children Everywhere, and 
the Bay High School Athletic Hall 
of Fame.  

by JEFF BING

This just in: Browns playing .500 after 
five games; now the most exciting team 
in Cleveland ...

Yeah, right. That’ll be the day. In a 
city where the Cavs went to the NBA 
Finals last spring and the Indians 

have made three consecutive trips to the 
postseason? What are you smoking, dude?

My, how quickly things can change. 
At first, it doesn’t seem possible that the 
Browns – the most pathetic excuse for pro 
football over nearly two decades – are now 
the apple of the city’s eye? How could this 
happen? Well, let’s take a look:

Take the Cavs (please): Do we really 
need to go any farther than to say LeBron 
packed up his basketball and headed west? 
This on the heels of their second-best 
player, Kyrie Irving, leaving for greener 
(as in Celtic green) pastures in Boston? 
Even in the horrifically weak NBA Eastern 
Conference, the Cavs will struggle to win 
30 games this season.

And unless they hit the draft lottery 
for about 3 consecutive seasons, LeBron’s 
grandkids will be drawing attention from 
NBA scouts before the Cavs have any 
hopes of being a force in the NBA again. 
There is an upside, however. It will once 
again be easy to get Cavs tickets for just 
about any game (except the Lakers).

Take the Indians (please): You have 
no idea how difficult it is for me to speak 
disparagingly about my beloved Tribe, but 
– and let’s be honest here – they deserve 
it. The debacle against the Astros high-
lighted the many issues which need to be 
corrected for 2019 and beyond. Here are 
just a few:

Kipnis and – with the exception of 
Michael Brantley – the entire outfield 
need to go. We have a platoon outfield for 
one simple reason: No one is good enough 
to take a starting position. Much of the 
Indians’ home run power comes from our 

infield (Lindor and Ramirez) instead of the 
traditional outfield sources. The Indians 
need a couple of legitimate sluggers in the 
outfield as opposed to the banjo hitters 
they have now.

The bullpen meltdown against the 
Astros makes it fairly obvious that it 
needs a makeover. Hate to pull the plug 
on Andrew Miller but unless the Indi-
ans are really sure he can bounce back 
from two injury-plagued seasons, they 
shouldn’t give him the contract he’ll no-
doubt be seeking. Other than Brad Hand 
and maybe a couple of others, no one 
should feel secure about a job in the ‘pen 
next year.

Okay, I know Terry Francona is a 
great manager and all, but what exactly 
was that nonsense about trotting Trevor 
Bauer out there three consecutive games 
against the Astros? Ever since Francona 
wowed the baseball world with his great 
trickery with a depleted pitching staff in 
the 2016 playoffs, it seems to have gone 
to his head. Bauer, who has virtually zero 
bullpen experience, in three straight 
appearances? I am fully aware of the 
problems in the ‘pen (see the paragraph 
above this one) but I was always told a 
pitcher had to develop a mentality for 
pitching in relief. Apparently Tito forgot 
that. It’s time to put the genie back in the 
bottle, Tito. Your wishes are not being 
granted anymore.

Take the Browns (seriously, please): 
Without question, the most exciting 
quarterback to wear a Browns uniform in 
literally decades, Baker Mayfield has had 
a huge hand in making the Browns fun to 
watch once again. Clearly, he’s one of those 
guys who makes the players around him 
better, and it’s fun to see. Let’s hope he/
they keep it up.

When was the last time I was happier 
with the Browns than with the Indians? 
I think Nixon was president. No ... that’s 
ridiculous.

I’m pretty sure it was Eisenhower. 

Dramatic power shift in 
Cleveland sports

SPORTING VIEWS

by ELAINE WILLIS

If you’ve ever wondered “how-to” do 
something, Saturday, Oct. 20, from 

2-4 p.m. may be your chance to find 
out! Instructors will show attendees 
how to perform a variety of tasks, 
skills and crafts in brief presentations 
throughout Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s meeting rooms during the 
library’s first How-To Festival. The 
open house-style event will cover 
how to make smoothies, origami, 
composting, 3D printing, making 
pop-up books, knitting, panning for 
gold, and much more. No registration 
is necessary.

For more information about the 
How-To Festival, call 440-871-2600 or 
visit westlakelibrary.org/node/6376. 

Learn ‘how-to’ 
at Westlake 
Porter Library

by CYNTHIA EAKIN

The free speakers’ series at the 
Reuben Osborn Learning Center in 

Bay Village will conclude the year with a 
presentation of “Christmas through the 
Trenches” on Sunday, Dec. 2, at 2 p.m.

Mary Louise Daley will explore 
how our parents and grandparents kept 
Christmas celebratory for their families 

during difficult wartime periods. Daley 
is an advocate of history, with a gradu-
ate degree from Case Western Reserve 
University, and has developed various 
historic period programs.

The Reuben Osborn Learning 
Center is located at Lake and Cahoon 
Roads in Bay Village. For additional infor-
mation, phone Dean Brennan at 440-
892-2877 or visit bayhistorical.com. 

Speakers’ series continues with 
Christmas-themed talk

BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

SHARE YOUR NEWS ABOUT 
WESTLAKE & BAY VILLAGE
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Learn a new skill, discover a new 
talent, and (most important) have fun!

How-To Festival
Saturday, October 20   2-4 p.m.

at Westlake Porter Public Library,
27333 Center Ridge Road

Open house-style, no registration 

For more information call 
440-871-2600 or 

visit www.westlakelibrary.org

·  Independent Living | Assisted Living | Alzheimer’s & 
Dementia Care | Rehabilitation & Skilled Nursing

·  Savor home-cooked meals

·  Thrive in a comfortable, furnished apartment

·  Take advantage of personalized services

·  Discover a new purpose or pursue favorite interests

We’re close by
if you need us.

182067 WestLakeVillageObserver  CB

CALL TODAY!

BROOKDALE SENIOR LIVING and BRINGING NEW LIFE TO SENIOR LIVING 
are the registered trademarks of Brookdale Senior Living Inc.

©2018 Brookdale Senior Living Inc.  All rights reserved. 

Call (440) 497-4504 today to see how easily 
neighbors can become family at Brookdale.

Brookdale Westlake Village
28550 Westlake Village Drive
Westlake, Ohio 44145

Bringing New Life to Senior Living®

brookdale.com

Everyone has a friend or two who’s using vacation days
 to cover Mom’s doctors appointments. Be a Hero! 

Tell your friends about Thrive Westshore.

With Thrive, your friend gets a real day off. And moms LOVE 
our door-to-door valet service and doctor’s office companionship. 

We’re personable and professional, take notes 
during the doctor’s visit, and provide a report. 

For Mom’s appointments, Thrive Westshore is the answer.

Have a Friend in Need? 
Be a Hero!

www.thrivewestshore.com
mikenock@thrivewestshore.com | 440-345-6752
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Have a Friend in Need? Be a Hero!

www.thrivewestshore.com
mikenock@thrivewestshore.com  |  440-345-6752

Everyone has a friend or two who's using vacation days 
to cover Mom's doctors appointments. Be a Hero!  
Tell your friends about Thrive Westshore.

With Thrive, your friend gets a real day off. And moms 
LOVE our door-to-door valet service and doctor’s office 
companionship. We’re personable and professional, take 
notes during the doctor's visit, and provide a report.  
For Mom’s appointments, Thrive Westshore is the answer.

10% Off Thru ’18 for New Customers!
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times haunting objects – quite 
like the objects and scenes 
depicted in Polgar’s paintings.”

Cliffel’s exhibition in the 
Sullivan Family Gallery dis-
plays assemblage work shown 
both as wall hangings and 
sculptural pieces. 

Cliffel’s work has promi-
nent themes of both mother-
hood and religion. A mix of 
items included in the piece 
named “Mother” includes a 
Ouija board, carved Abraham 
Lincoln figure, a baby shoe, 
buttons, nature flashcards, 
and a wedding doll. “My work is 
definitely weird,” Cliffel affirms. 
“As an artist, I like to find humor 
in things and rebel. A lot of my 
work is a rebellion against the 
Catholic schools that I went to.”

Much of her work includes 
mosaics of broken dishes. “I 
really like to break dishes,” 
Cliffel declares happily. “I have 
seven children, and I’m the 
oldest of nine children, so I’ve 
done a lot of dishes in my life. 
When I got married, you picked 
out your china pattern and all 
that because that was the role 
you had in those days as a 
woman. Now I get a special joy 
out of smashing dishes.”

In the Dianne Boldman 
Education gallery is another 
exhibition, that by Allison 
Polgar. “Tall Walls” presents the 
neighborhoods of Cleveland’s 
near West Side as they look 
under construction. In these 
states, the artist has found a 

simply rendered beauty in the 
details of the commonplace.

Another key point of the 
art, she says, is “the disruption 
that occurs when a specific 
brand of progress or revitaliza-
tion is imposed upon an exist-
ing neighborhood.” Areas in 
Edgewater/Detroit Shoreway/
Gordon Square and Ohio City 
might be recognized.

Polgar says she has been 
drawn to unusual beauty for a 
while. “When I moved back in 
with my parents after graduat-
ing college, I made a series of 
paintings based on photos I 
took of the ‘ugliest’ commer-
cial buildings I could find in 
North Olmsted (gas stations, 
fast food buildings, etc.). While 
it started out as simply a way of 
dealing with my environment, 
the series quickly became a 
meditation on the simplicity 
and honesty of the architecture 
around me.”

The exhibition features 
buildings in all stages of cre-
ation. In fact, it was the undone 
look of buildings that impacted 

the exhibition’s name. “Most 
of the paintings show luxury 
condo development in various 
stages of completion, some have 
that distinctive Tyvek wrap insu-
lating them, others are almost 
finished, and some are just the 
bare Tallwall sheathing (which 
inspired the name of the show).”

In the process of paint-
ing, Polgar has found she’s 
influenced by a well-known 
American realist artist that 
commonly focused on sparse 
urban landscapes. “There is 
typically a bright blue sky (in 
these pieces), and a strong light 
source that casts sharp shadows 
... I’ve recognized the influence 
of Edward Hopper on this cur-
rent series.” Like Hopper, Polgar 
achieves firmly defined lines of 
light and a sense of noiseless-
ness in her scenes.

These shows are on dis-
play through Nov. 10. BAYarts 
is open Monday through Sat-
urday. The Cliffel exhibition 
can be seen 9-3 p.m., the Polgar 
exhibition can be seen 9-5 p.m., 
or by special appointment. 

BAYARTS        
from front page    

November is New Member Month
at the Westlake Recreation Center!
You’re Invited to Our 20th Anniversary Open House on Nov. 3 from 10am – 2pm!

Join in November and SAVE!  Visit www.CityofWestlake.org/Rec for details.
See other side for more great offers!

GET
to the

 REC
GET

to the

 REC

The Westlake Recreation 
Center will commemorate 
its 20th year in operation 

throughout the month of Novem-
ber, beginning with a special Open 
House celebration on Nov. 3.

During its “Get to the Rec! 2.0” 
membership campaign, the Rec 
Center will offer several incentives 
to purchase or renew a member-
ship in November, including:
• A “Try Before You Buy” free 

two-week trial membership 
which can be used anytime 
during the membership drive. 
The trial membership allows 
residents and employees of 
Westlake businesses (who have 
not been a member in the past 
year) to tour the facility, use the 
indoor swimming pool, and take 
advantage of the facility’s many 
fitness rooms, walking/jogging 
track, weight room and exercise 
equipment.

• A “Throw-Back to 1998” opening 
day membership special which 
offers 13 months for the price 
of 12 for any new or current Rec 
Center members who join or 
renew.

• A 20% discount for all corporate 
members.

Additionally, the Rec Center 
will offer free admission to all West-
lake residents on Saturday, Nov. 3, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. during 
a special Open House event com-
memorating its 20-year anniver-

sary. The celebration will feature 
music, inflatables, super-heroes, 
face-painting, refreshments and 
a variety of chances to win prizes, 
including a free membership, 
swim class, birthday party pack-
age, gift cards, personal trainer ses-
sion, group exercise pass, rounds 
of golf at Meadowood Golf Course, 
and Lake Erie Monster hockey tick-
ets, among other prizes.

“Since 1998 the Westlake Rec-
reation Center has served as the 
city’s home for community events, 
family fun, and health and wellness 
programs,” said Bob DeMinico, 
director of recreation. “We’re very 
fortunate to live in a community 
that so enthusiastically promotes 
active lifestyles and family-orient-
ed programming, and it all begins 
right here at the Rec Center.”

Rec Center memberships start 
at $295 for an adult individual pass, 
and membership dues can be paid 
via a monthly installment plan.

Non-resident employees who 
work for any Westlake business are 
also invited to take part in the new 
member drive. The Rec Center 
offers special corporate rates, 
with discounts based on the total 
number of employees enrolled.

The Westlake Recreation 
Center is located at 28955 Hill-
iard Blvd. For information, call 
440-808-5700, email recinfo@
cityofwestlake.org or visit www.
cityofwestlake.org/rec. 

Westlake Rec Center 
celebrates 20 years 
with membership drive

“Respectful of its Roots” by Allison Polgar
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However, due to a severe 
roof leak during the 1990s 
when the house was vacant, 
sections of the floor and 
ceiling joists and beams in 
the 1855 brick portion have 
deteriorated and need to 
be replaced. That led the 
Lilly Weston Committee, re-
energized since 2016, to come 
up with a related theme for 
a fundraiser. The donations 
will go into the restoration 
fund and a plaque is planned 
inside the home and metal 
tags on the building parts 
which will detail which new 
beam ($1,000), joist ($500), 
or stud ($250) the donor has 
“adopted.” The plaque will 
also list those who make $100 
or $50 donations.

The property is now 
linked to the Recreation 
Center all-purpose-trail with 
the “Heritage Loop Trail” 
which passes by the house. 
Now that the new Westlake 
Elementary School is under 
construction nearly across 
Center Ridge Road from the 
Lilly Weston house, the time 
is ripe to complete the next 
phase of this restoration 
project.

The committee has had 
the stone portion of the house 
open this summer for the first 
time in 14 years in conjunc-
tion with the Westlake United 
Methodist Church’s Cruisin’ 
Westlake events thanks to 
the assistance of commit-
tee member Bob Myers and 
Tim Chrisman and Westlake 
Director of Inspections Don 
Grayem. Tim Chrisman, the 
owner of Lake Erie Wood-
working Inc. donated his 
time to construct elegant 
barricades to keep visitors 
to the house safe.

The open houses includ-
ed a “pop-up” museum of 
early Dover artifacts, historic 
building parts and Weston 
family heirlooms. The last 
open house was during the 
Recreation Center’s Fall Fes-
tival on Oct. 13. There were 
between 150 and 200 visitors 
to the house this year.

Thanks to the encour-
agement of Mayor Clough 
and State Rep. David Greens-
pan, Westlake Planning 
Director James Bedell applied 
for a $200,000 Ohio Cultural 
Facilities Grant which has 
been secured. The commit-

tee continues local fundrais-
ing to obtain our local match. 
Since the committee began 
this fundraising campaign 
last fall, nearly $5,000 has 
been raised with this cam-
paign and over $6,000 from 
yard sales and other events 
spearheaded by committee 
member Jan Schmitt.

To date, the campaign 
has received donations from 
“Beam” donors Ken and Har-
riet Coeling, Nordson Cor-
poration, Jan Schmitt; “Joist” 
donors Kohl’s Corporation, 
Darlene Robinson; “Stud” 

donor Will Krause; “Weston” 
donors Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Bellm, Ruth Bertrans, Mike 
Maloney, Bob Myers; and 
“Lilly” donors Dave Pfister 
and Lysa Stanton.

I had the opportunity to 
walk through the Lilly Weston 
house with Dwight Miller, a 
consultant for the construc-
tion company who is doing 
design-build estimates in 
conjunction with the city 
architect for the next phase 
of restoration of the house. 
He pointed out beams deci-
mated by post-hole beetles 
and joists not up to the job of 
meeting the codes required 
for a building used for public 

or commercial 
use. The man is 
passionate about 
wood! He can 
identify in an 
instant the ash 
flooring, white 
oak framing and 
massive tulip 
poplar beams 
supporting the 
post and beam 
roofing structure.

A new dis-
covery in the 
e a s t e r n m o s t 
rooms ceiling 
are a number of 

joists cut from tiger maple. 
He explained that this beau-
tiful wood is coveted today 
for gun-stocks but 163 years 
ago the builders framing the 
brick addition to the house 
were just using what wood 
was available to get the job 
done. He told me that tiger 
maple does not come from a 
particular type of maple tree, 
it is a genetic variant that 
shows up in only one in 100 
soft maple trees and one in 
1,000 hard maple trees.

To keep costs down, 
some of the ceiling structure 
will be covered again; a deci-
sion will need to be made if 
this tiger maple will remain 
visible after the restoration. 
He also pointed out that a 
staircase once ascended 
along the far eastern brick 
wall in the same room up to 
the second floor of the brick 
addition.

One vision for the house 
is to remove the 1960s stair-
case from the stone portion 
of the house so that the first 
and second floors can be 
kept open for displays with as 
much of the original structure 
visible and use the middle 
room of the brick wing for 
the staircase, main entrance 
and ADA compliant unisex 
bathroom.

The easternmost room 
will be used for offices for the 
Historical Society and the 
upstairs of the brick wing for 
storage.

The basement, acces-
sible from double doors in 
the back, will be used for dis-
plays of old farm equipment 
in the rustic setting provided 
by the thick stone walls and 
exposed structure. The incon-
gruous 1960s cinder block 
chimney foundation could 
be veneered with slices of sal-
vaged sandstone in the same 
tooling pattern as the original 
stone block basement walls.

As I pass the Lilly Weston 
Committee Chair position to 
Dr. Lillian Boehmer, I want to 
offer a thank you to all those 
who have helped with these 
endeavors and thank you 
in advance to all those who 
contribute to this project in 
the future. The over-arching 
goal of this project is to edu-
cate Westlake children (and 
adults) about Westlake’s 
unique past.

Visit lillyweston.com to 
donate to the fundraising 
campaign. 

The free Observer relies on advertising to support the publication 
of articles written by hundreds of civic-minded citizens. Our pages 
are filled with the good news of good people doing good things in 
our community. Please consider advertising, no matter how small, 
to allow us to keep the Observer free for the community! 

The Observer
Help us 

keep it free!

by LINDA POTTER

The community is invited to a spa-
ghetti buffet – featuring Bay Kiwanis’ own 
“chef” Tony Dostal’s special sauce – on 
Saturday, Nov. 3, 4:30 to 7:30 p.m., at Bay 
Presbyterian Church, 25415 Lake Road.

Continuing this annual fall tradition, 
we hope you will “come as you are, eat as 
much as you can or take it to go” all for 
the reasonable cost of $10. Children 5 
under will eat free and those 6 to 12 years 
old will cost $5. The meal includes salad, 
bread, spaghetti with meat or meatless 
sauce, beverages and dessert..

Tickets may be purchased at the 
door or from any Bay Kiwanian. For ques-
tions or tickets contact Linda Potter at 
440-899-9343. 

Kiwanis spaghetti 
dinner to support 
Bay scout troops

A “pop-up” display of George Weston’s musket.

Tiger maple ceiling joists.

The Westlake Historical Society is raising funds to 
restore the Lilly Weston House into a museum of early 
Dover history.
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Wild Goose Jack, Part 3
DIGGING DOVER

by WILLIAM KRAUSE

Part three in a series on Westlake native 
Jack Miner.

As we learned in parts one and 
two of this series, Jack Miner 
was an eminent naturalist, 

conservationist and humanitar-
ian who in 1904 established a bird 
sanctuary on the north shore of Lake 
Erie at Kingsville, Ontario, Canada. 
He began attracting geese and other 
migrating birds to the water-filled 
clay pits on the family property with 
grain and shelter.

Before the cre-
ation of the bird sanc-
tuary he hunted on 
this same land and 
had an epiphany of 
sorts and realized that 
he wanted to attract 
the birds there rather 
than hunt them.

Jack, who came 
from a hard-working 
but poor family, had 
come to the atten-
tion of the King 
family (who gave 
their name to Kings-
ville) because of his 
exceptional hunting 
and tracking abilities. 
He served as hunting guide for many 
of the elites of the small town. He 
had an uncanny affinity with animals 
and was able to capture geese and 
ducks with his bare hands. His faith 
and ability to navigate the “bush” in 
Canada was called upon when he 
was asked to locate children who had 
become lost in the woods.

He used prayer and his God-given 
gifts to help others. He even saved 
the life of Dr. King, the patriarch of 
the King family when he became lost 
and almost froze to death after falling 
through some ice. Jack’s strength and 
stamina was called upon to actually 
carry the good doctor to safety.

Jack’s older brother Ted was his 
best friend and constant companion. 
Jack had the grim task of carrying his 
dead brother out of the “bush” after 
he was killed in a hunting accident. 
Jack also suffered the loss of his only 
daughter when she was a child. His 
deep, almost child-like faith carried 
him through.

After establishing the bird sanc-
tuary Jack started catching the birds, 
banding them and releasing them. 
Each lightweight aluminum band 
included a Bible verse and his address 
with the request to mail the band to 
him with the location where it was 
found. Before his efforts, very little 
was known about the migratory habits 
of birds in Canada and the United 
States. Ontario is a stopping point for 
many birds traveling farther north and 
south.

Christian missionaries to indig-
enous people often thanked Jack for 
aiding their efforts with this simple 
act of a Bible verse on a band. He 
lived in a time when men, Christian 
men, were universally admired. No 

false bravado though, in his autobi-
ography he was not afraid to discuss 
when he wept. As early as 1906 he 
was recognized by a large Minneapo-
lis newspaper as the “founder of the 
Conservation movement.”

As more and more birds were 
attracted to his bird sanctuary, people 
came to watch. He made a point of 
never charging a cent for the pleasure. 
There were no refreshment or sou-
venir stands. By 1915 he had banded 
over 50,000 ducks. He was partly 
responsible for the Migratory Bird 
Treaty of 1917 between the United 

States and Canada. His bird sanctu-
ary was used as a model for over 280 
game refuges on 17 million acres of 
land in the United States. Eventually 
he and his sons banded over 60,000 
Canada Geese and saved them from 
extinction.  

Because he was made fun of due 
to his red hair and freckles he only 
attended three months of school as 
a boy. Therefore he was illiterate well 
into adulthood. This did not prevent 
him from teaching Sunday school. 
He was willing to take on the more 
difficult, male students. Much like 
the animals, these boys took to the 
attention given them by Jack, and they 
ended up reciprocating by teaching 
him to read. He then taught himself 
public speaking to spread the gospel 
of conservation. He eventually filled 
many large venues in Canada and the 
United States. He shared a dais in Chi-
cago with Herbert Hoover, one year 
before Hoover became president; he 
also filled the Chautauqua Auditorium 
in New York in 1928.

Jack, his sons, and some friends 
established the Jack Miner Migra-
tory Bird Foundation in 1931. King 
George VI of England bestowed 
the Order of the British Empire on 
Jack Miner in 1943 “For the greatest 
achievement in Conservation in the 
British Empire.” Jack died in 1944 
but his legacy lives on.

During Westlake’s Sesquicenten-
nial in 1961 the Kiwanis Club of West-
lake transported a load of dirt from 
Westlake to plant the “Buckeye garden” 
that Jack had always wanted at the Jack 
Miner bird sanctuary in Kingsville. In 
1975 the Westlake Sportsmen’s Asso-
ciation convinced the State of Ohio to 
place a historical marker at the south-
west corner of Dover Center Road and 
Westown Boulevard near the place of 
Jack Miner’s birth.

Several weeks ago, Eric Hansen, a 
Westlake resident who has portrayed 
Jack in a one-man play in Westlake and 
in Kingsville welcomed Jack’s grand-
daughter to the community that Jack 
loved as his hometown. 

THE DIGITAL WORLD

This is the third in a series of articles 
about mobile phones and plans.

by TAK SATO

When buying your first smartphone, 
questions such as “which mobile 
service provider (aka carrier),” 

“which mobile data plan,” and “which 
smartphone” are common.

Although you may get the urge to walk 
into a carrier store without any research, I 
recommend doing this first: ask your neigh-
bors about their signal quality of their car-
rier. Signal quality, i.e. reception, at your 
abode is important so basic functionality 
such as calling and texting are reliable.

With the ubiquitous nature of smart-
phones, some people are ditching tradition-
al landlines, or telephone services sold to 
them as a “bundle,” in favor of smartphone 
as the sole communicator. One exception: 
people with chronic ailments requiring dial 
tone for making emergency calls.

Once you decide on the carrier, you 
want to review your smartphone use case 
to see how much mobile data you would 
need when Wi-Fi is not available. There is 
no exact science to understanding the right 
mobile data allotment you need monthly; it 
is more a trial and error exercise. Of course, 
you would not need to “rightsize” the 
mobile data plan if you choose the unlim-
ited tier but not everyone can afford it nor is 
it appropriate depending on their use case.

So which “use case” would appropriate 
to have a large monthly mobile data allot-
ment or even the unlimited plan? If you do 
things like stream movies and music, use 
your smartphone as a turn-by-turn driving 
direction-spewing GPS device, videochat, 
use it as a hotspot so your other Wi-Fi only 
devices such as a laptop can get onto the 
internet … doing these things and more 
while not connected to Wi-Fi is a typical use 
case where it is appropriate to purchase a 
large data plan.

To Apple or not to Apple, that is the 
final question. Specifically, an Apple smart-
phone (iPhone) or one of the many Google 
Android-based smartphones made by dif-
ferent licensee manufacturers.

Here are some other industry lingo you 
may come across while smartphone shop-
ping:

    Even though many carriers say they 
got rid of 24-month contracts, if you decide 
to finance your premium-priced smart-
phone at the carrier, you’ll hear the term 
“carrier locked.” This simply means that 
until you pay off the balance on the phone, 
the smartphone will only work with that 
carrier you chose.

    After you pay the balance, or you pay 
for the phone upfront, you can either get 
your phone “unlocked” or outright buy an 
unlocked phone. An unlocked phone can 
be taken to other carriers (be cognizant of 
the restriction regarding GSM and CDMA 
as discussed in the first installment of this 
series).

    You may opt for a prepaid plan where 
you pay for that month’s usage upfront or go 
for the postpaid plan where you are billed 
at the end of the month for your usage. 

Signal reception, 
data use and 
phone brands
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Jack Miner, releasing a Canada Goose.

Jack Miner, watching his beloved 
birds.

Marilyn Hageniers, Jack Miner’s granddaughter, during a recent visit to 
Westlake.
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FALL FESTIVAL & PUMPKIN HUNT                

by LWV observer JUDITH WEISS

This report is not an official state-
ment of the League of Women Voters. 
Mayor Kennedy’s office prepares offi-
cial minutes. These minutes have been 
abridged. For complete minutes, see the 
LWVGC Westshore Facebook page, face-
book.com/lwvgcwestshore.

Present: Mayors Kennedy (North 
Olmsted), Koomar (Bay Village), Clough 
(Westlake), Bobst (Rocky River), Patton 
(Fairview Park), Summers (Lakewood), 
and Renee Mahoney, COG Fiscal Officer.

New Business: Julie Morron, RRPD 
Youth Service Officer and Westshore 
Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) coordinator, reported on current 
activities and requested input from COG 
on direction forward. The question is 
whether CERT should continue. The vol-
unteer responders are a valuable resource, 
helping but not replacing first responders 
with things like traffic control and crowd 
control at community events. Morron 
requested support from COG to get fire 
chiefs involved. They have training and 
ability to train others. Morron proposes to 
attend twice per year as liaison and train-
er, along with one police chief once a year. 
She would have fire chiefs paid overtime 

to do training for 20 people. Individuals 
can also take free training through FEMA 
and continuing education courses. She 
suggested the program leader could rotate 
annually through the COG. Program has 
cut costs through COG sponsorship; a 
little over $16,000/year shared by the 6 
cities, about half what it was before. In 
response to question, Morron described 
typical volunteers as a wide age group, 
between 30 years old and retired, who are 
interested in public safety, want to learn 
what police do, and want to know how to 
be prepared  for crisis situations. They like 
appearing at public events. The Citizen 
Police Academy could be a feeder orga-
nization for CERT.

Marc Ryan, Lake Erie Council Scout 
Executive/CEO explained the role of 
Scouting today. Originally a commu-
nity service organization, today they are 
mainly a program provider. The program 
has been growing; they will welcome 
4,000 new families in the area this year, 
including those with girls, as they have 
single-gender programs as well. CERT 
program discussed above would be an 
ideal fit for Scouts; they want to partner 
with cities to deal with youth problems. 
Their Sea Scouts program has just been 
adopted by the U.S. Coast Guard. Scout-

ing is turning its traditional goals towards 
foundational needs: workforce develop-
ment, character building and leadership. 
Ryan gave the mayors bottles of maple 
syrup, a new Scout project. Tapping trees 
on their lands, they are now the second 
largest producer of maple sap in Ohio.

Fiscal Officer’s Report: All cities 
are currently under budget.

COMMISSION REPORTS
RTA: Mayor Clough made three main 

points: 1.) They have an acting general 
manager and are doing a national search 
for a replacement. 2.) They have commis-
sioned Cleveland State University to do 
an economic impact study. 3.) They are 
reviewing services with help from Great-
er Cleveland Partnership, to determine 
whether they’re operating under the right 
model, and running the right routes. They 
did not ask voters for funding this past 
election because they didn’t feel ready; 
they still have to determine whether to go 
to ballot next November, and what kind 
of tax to seek – sales, property, sin tax? He 
also noted that autonomous cars are on 
the horizon – how will they affect trans-
portation in our area?

NOACA: They are excited by the 
prospect of a public-private partnership 

to develop a Hyperloop, a super-speed 
corridor that will enable people to go 
from Cleveland to Chicago in half an 
hour.

Land Bank: Mayors asked what is 
the commission’s focus beyond demoli-
tion of condemned properties? Answer 
not provided.

County Planning Commission: All 
the cities are forming master plans with 
money from the County.

Cuyahoga County Mayors & Man-
agers Association: CSU is surveying 
mayors about regional collaboration. 
Seventeen of the First Ring Suburbs 
wrote Gov. Kasich to request Rainy Day 
Funds come back to the cities, but they 
have doubts that will happen.

Old Business: County Jail: North 
Olmsted wants to be the hub for transfer-
ring prisoners. Chiefs need to work out 
the protocol with their individual judges, 
so local police won’t be spending unnec-
essary time processing. Fact-finding con-
tinues on the possibility of consolidating 
police and fire services for the Westshore. 
Models exist for this.

The next WCOG meeting will be 
Wednesday, Nov. 14, at 9:30 a.m. in North 
Olmsted City Hall, 5200 Dover Center Road. 
All meetings are open to the public. 

Westshore Council of Governments (WCOG) Meeting, Sept. 12, 2018

Families searched the Westlake Recreation Center’s “pumpkin patch” to pitch out their favorite pumpkin for Halloween.

Kevin Henkel strikes a scary pose with his daughter, Olivia, and wife, Aliese.
Westlake councilmember Mark Getsay and Mayor Dennis Clough are 
visited by a migrating monarch butterfly, performed by Julia Pankhurst.
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Slife Heating & Cooling, Inc.
(216) 221-0310

13729 Madison Avenue
Lakewood, OH 44107

slifehvac@sbcglobal.net

GET UP TO

$1,600 
IN REBATES*

with purchase of a Lennox® home comfort system.

OR

$15.00 off your next service call
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Saturday, Nov. 17
Join us for a rare opportunity to meet one of the 
greatest spiritual authors of our time. There will 
be a Meet and Greet Neale cocktail party  from 
5:00 - 6:30 p.m. Then a presentation from 
7-9:00 p.m. with a Q&A after.

General admission is $40, premium seats $60 and 
cocktail party $40. Purchase tickets online 
today at uscwestlake.org!

Neale Donald Walsch

Unity Spiritual Center 
proudly presents

world-renowned author

creator of the 
“Conversations  

 with God” 
series.

23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake, OH, 44145, 440-835-0400

NDW ad.indd   1 9/10/18   4:39 PM

by DIANE FRYE

Do you wish there was a cute 
little shop located very close to 
home in which you could pick 

up healthy, delicious food and unique 
specialty items for family enjoyment 
and gift-giving?

Village Project would like to intro-
duce you to Project Shoppe. In response 
to folks asking if they could purchase 
some of the tasty and wholesome foods 
that VP has shared with their clients, 
the local nonprofit organization has 
opened a retail shop in their newly, 
expanded headquarters building to do 
just that.

Project Shoppe offers specialty 
vinegars, granolas, herbed salts and 
even dog treats made right in the Vil-
lage Project kitchen with the freshest, 
organic ingredients. Treat your pooch 
to Doggie Fresh Breath Treats with 
parsley and mint from the VP garden 
and Vegetable Dog Treats with organic 
veggies, like zucchini, carrots and 
spinach.

Also available at Project Shoppe 
is Gourmet Firehouse Salsa, including 
the popular mango, pineapple and new 
orange salsa flavors. The recipes were 
created by retired firefighter Angelo 
Tetorakis from Avon Lake and slowly 
perfected over time with input from his 
firefighter colleagues. All of Firehouse 
Salsa’s ingredients are free of additives, 
preservatives and fillers and include 
all-natural fruit, peppers and spices.

Project Shoppe also features The 
Home Pantry jams, jellies and teas. 

Uniquely preserving local and season-
al fruits, vegetables and flowers, they 
craft each jar without any unnecessary 
sugars, artificial flavors or corn syrups, 
creating a high quality simple jam or 
jelly that is delicious. Their flavorful tea 
blends are made using medicinal quali-
ties from organic ingredients and are 
just as beautiful as they are warming to 
your tummy on a chilly morning.

With the holiday season creeping 
up on us, it’s the perfect time to explore 
Project Shoppe’s many nonedible gift 
items, as well, including natural soy 
Furbish and Fire candles (made in 
Avon Lake) and Hazelmade’s greeting 
cards, notepads, tea towels, little notes 
and pocket journals. Coming soon, just 
in time for fall and winter, will be cute 
and cozy knit hats and scarves from 
Love Your Melon, a meaningful com-
pany that supports pediatric cancer 
research.

Project Shoppe is located at 27360 
W. Oviatt Road in the former lobby of 
Thomas & Thomas Photography Studio 
in Bay Village. Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Wednesday, and 
noon to 8 p.m. on Thursday.

All proceeds from the Project 
Shoppe go directly to support Village 
Project’s mission to provide nourish-
ing meals and extended services to 
our neighbors battling cancer in Bay 
Village, Westlake, Avon, Avon Lake and 
Rocky River.

Learn more by visiting Village Proj-
ect’s website at ourvillageproject.com 
or follow Project Shoppe on Facebook 
and Instagram. 

Village Project opens Project 
Shoppe to offer homemade food

Gourmet Firehouse Salsa, granola clusters and speciality vinegars are 
among the many items at Project Shoppe at The Village Project.

News of the community, 
by the community, 
for the community.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 

and the community takes pride in the Observer.

Community Powered News

Join in at WBVObserver.com/members



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   

10   WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 16 OCTOBER 2018                                                                       

by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesdays, Oct. 17 and 24 (10-11:30 
a.m.) USING WEB-BASED EMAIL FOR 
BEGINNERS – In a two-part class, learn 
the basics of using web-based email such 
as Gmail, Yahoo and more. Please register 
for BOTH classes.

Wednesdays, Oct. 17 and 24 (10:15 & 11 
a.m.) LET’S SING AND DANCE! – Sing 
and move to the music with Miss Nancy! 
For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. 
Please arrive early to receive a ticket.

Wednesdays, Oct. 17 and 24 (4-5:30 
p.m.) and Thursdays, Oct. 18 and Nov. 
1 (6:30-8 p.m.) BOW WOW BOOKS 
– Stop by Youth Services to sign up for a 
10-minute reading time with a reading 
therapy dog. Registration begins Wednes-
days at 3:30 p.m. and Thursdays at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 17 (6:30-8:45 p.m.) 
CUYAHOGA WEST GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY – Tom Cirincione will discuss 
“Using Newspapers in Genealogy.”

Thursday, Oct. 18 (noon-1:30 p.m.) 
SMALL BUSINESS LUNCH & LEARN: 
SOCIAL MEDIA 101 – Learn to navigate 
the world of Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, 
LinkedIn and YouTube. Wendy Stanich, 
digital marketing consultant, will discuss 
how often you should be sharing con-
tent vs. promoting your business, how to 
keep existing customers engaged while 
reaching new customers, how to organize 
content and schedule posts, and where 
your target audience spends most of their 
time. Bring your lunch; coffee & water 
provided. Please register.

Thursdays, Oct. 18 and 25 (4-5 p.m.) 
CODE CLUB! – Learn how to build an 
app, design a video game and change the 
world through code! Grades 3-4. Registra-
tion begins one week before each session.

Thursday, Oct. 18 (Preschool session: 
6:30 p.m.) and Friday, Oct. 19 (Pre-
school session: 9:30 a.m. and Toddler 
Session: 11:30 a.m.) TEACH ME TO 
PLAY – A play-based program for fami-
lies and their children (Toddler: ages 18 
months-2 years and Preschool: ages 3-6 
years) who are struggling in an area of 
development. Diverse opportunities for 
learning are provided, with an emphasis 
on facilitating communication, practic-
ing social interactions and responding 
to behaviors in a positive way. Register at 
connectingforkids.org or 440-250-5563.

Friday, Oct. 19 (3:30-4:15 p.m.) FUN 
SCIENCE FRIDAY: BASHFUL BATS – 
Join Mrs. K as we explore the wonders of 
our world. Let’s build a food chain that 
includes bugs and bats. Discover how 
bats use echolocation to find their food 
through hands-on experiments, active 
participation and a simple take-home 
project. Ages 4-6. Please register.

Saturday, Oct. 20 (9:30-11:30 a.m.) 
SECURE DOCUMENT SHREDDING – 
InfoStore will confidentially handle and 
permanently destroy two boxes of your 
personal documents. The shredding truck 
can shred staples, paperclips and rubber 
bands, but cannot shred spiral bound 
notebooks, 3-ring binders or your boxes. 
The truck will be located in the south 
parking lot until 11:30 or until it is full.

Saturday, Oct. 20 (10 a.m.-4 p.m.) 
HOW-TO HALLOWEEN! – Join us in 
the Youth Services Department for some 
spook-tacular crafts! While supplies last. 
All ages welcome.

Sunday, Oct. 21 (3-4 p.m.) ART 
SMARTS: CHARLEY HARPER – Explore 
works of a well-known artist and then use 
what you’ve seen to create an art piece 
of your own! Grades 3-6. Please register.

Mondays, Oct. 22, 29 and Nov. 5 (3:30-
5:30 p.m.) TEEN LOUNGE – Need a 
place to hang out after school? We have 
computers, video games, board games, 
snacks and more! For grades 7-12 only.

Mondays, Oct. 22 and Nov. 5 (4-5 
p.m.) TWEEN CODE CLUB – Learn how 
to build an app, design a video game and 
change the world through code! Registra-
tion begins one week before each session. 
Grades 3-8.

Monday, Oct. 22 (6-7:30 p.m.) SEN-
SORY-FRIENDLY MOVIE – A sensory-
friendly environment will help children 
with special needs and their families 
enjoy this free movie. All ages. Please 
register.

Mondays, Oct. 22 and 29 (7-8:15 p.m.) 
TAI CHI – Discover the healing effects of 
this movement therapy. Wear comfortable 
clothing. Held outdoors, weather permit-
ting. Please register.

Tuesday, Oct. 23 (10:30-11:30 a.m.) 
TABLET TUESDAY USER GROUP – This 
group will share tips and tricks with each 
other about using iPads and Android tab-
lets. Kindle Fire users welcome! Please 
bring your devices. Please register.

Tuesday, Oct. 23 (2-3:30 p.m.) TRAVEL 
CLUB: ROCHESTER, NY – Rochester 
might not be your first thought for a get-
away, but it’s only a few hours drive and 
there’s plenty to do there for the whole 
family. There are also plenty of sights to 
see along the way! Please register.

Tuesdays, Oct. 23, 30 and Nov. 6 
(2-3:30 p.m.) CONVERSATIONAL 
SPANISH – Join us to learn Spanish 
vocabulary and pronunciation with an 
expert instructor.

Tuesday, Oct. 23 (7-7:30 p.m.) BED-
TIME STORIES – Put on your pajamas 
and join Mrs. K. as we unwind at the end 
of the day with stories, songs, fingerplays 
and other activities. This month: Bats. 
Ages 4-6. Siblings welcome.

Wednesday, Oct. 24 (2 p.m.) WEDNES-
DAY AFTERNOON BOOK DISCUSSION 
– “Stars Are Fire” by Anita Shreve.

Wednesday, Oct. 24 (7-8 p.m.) SOCIAL 
HISTORY OF THE BLACK DEATH – Dr. 
Elizabeth Lehfeldt, Dean of the Mandel 
Honors College and Mandel Professor 
in Humanities at CSU, will discuss the 
cultural and social impact of the Bubonic 
Plague, and how the effects of the pan-
demic influenced other developments in 
European societies. Please register.

Thursday, Oct. 25 (1:30-4:30 p.m.) 
CPR – CPR and AED certification for 
adult, child and infant. Instruction by cer-
tified instructor/paramedic Ken Hehnen. 
Must be 13 years of age. Please register.

Thursday, Oct. 25 (7-8 p.m.) TECH 
LAB: HOME AUTOMATION AND SMART 

DEVICES – Holly Klingler will talk about 
the latest in home/office automation 
and smart devices. Learn about the latest 
technology before the end-of-year sales 
begin! Please register.

Friday, Oct. 26 (10-10:45 a.m.) COME 
PLAY WITH ME! – Open playtime with 
age-appropriate toys. For children ages 
2-5 with a caring adult. Siblings welcome!

Saturday, Oct. 27 (10:30-11 a.m.) 
MOTHER GOOSE ON THE LOOSE! – An 
interactive storytime featuring simple 
books, rhymes, songs and movement. 
For ages birth-3 years old with a caregiver.

Saturday, Oct. 27 (2-3 p.m.) 3D PRINT-
ING ORIENTATION – In order to use the 
library’s 3D printer, you’ll need to take this 
orientation first. Please register.

Saturday, Oct. 27 (2-4 p.m.) 
CRAFTAPALOOZA – Come to the library 
and help us clean out our craft closet. A 
variety of make-it and take-it crafts will 
be available at the Youth Services desk.

Saturday, Oct. 27 (3:30-5 p.m.) 
STEAMMAKER LAB: CHEMISTRY IS 
OUT OF THIS WORLD – Learn about the 
chemistry of and in outer space. Grades 
3-5. Registration begins Oct. 20.

Sunday, Oct. 28 (2-3 p.m.) AMERICAN 
GIRL DOLL CLUB: MYSTERY PARTY – 
We need your help! We have several Amer-
ican Girl Mini-Mysteries to solve. Bring 
your dolls and join us to crack these cases! 
Ages 6-11. Registration begins Oct. 21.

Sunday, Oct. 28 (2-4 p.m.) CHESS 
CLUB – Hone your chess skills or learn 
how to play the game. Recommended for 
ages 6+, but all ages are welcome. If you 
have a chess set, please bring it with you.

Monday, Oct. 29 (1-2:30 p.m.) MEDI-
CARE OPEN ENROLLMENT UPDATES 
– Medicare Open Enrollment is Oct. 
15-Dec. 7. A community liaison from 
OSHIIP with the Ohio Department of 
Insurance will provide us with timely 
information regarding Medicare cover-
age. Questions will be answered at the 
end of the presentation. Please register.

Monday, Oct. 29 (3-4 p.m.) WEISS 
RATINGS MEDIGAP REPORT WORK-
SHOP – Weiss Ratings offers a personal-
ized Medigap Report with step-by-step 
guidance on how to select the best and 
most affordable Medicare Supplement 
Insurance Plan for your needs. Attend this 
open lab session to generate your own 
Supplemental Insurance report. (Note: 
This is not for the Advantage Plan) Bring 
a flash drive to save your finished report. 
Please register.

Monday, Oct. 29 (7-8 p.m.) STOP THE 
BLEED – Ken Hehnen from UH St. John 
Medical Center will teach how you can 
help in a bleeding situation before profes-
sional help arrives. Please register.

Wednesday, Oct. 31 (10:15-10:45 a.m. 
or 11-11:30 a.m.) HAPPY HALLOWEEN 
WITH JESSE’S JUKEBOX! – Rock out 
with Jesse in this lively and engaging con-
cert for young children. Be sure to wear 
your Halloween costume!

Thursday, Nov. 1 (1-7 p.m.) AMERICAN 
RED CROSS BLOODMOBILE

Thursday, Nov. 1 (7-8 p.m.) TEEN MED-
ITATION – Achieve mindfulness through 
meditation! Meditation has proven help-
ful with concentration and navigating the 
challenges of being a teen. Grades 7-12. 
Registration begins Oct. 25.

Friday, Nov. 2 (4-5 p.m.) GOT SCI-

ENCE? – Join us as we delve into the 
world of science. This month’s topic: 
Apples! Grades 1 and 2. Registration 
begins Oct. 26.

Saturday, Nov. 3 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
BEGINNING CODING FOR ADULTS – 
Learn the basics of coding through self-
paced online modules. An instructor will 
be on hand to help get you started and to 
facilitate lessons. Please register.

Saturday, Nov. 3 (10-11:15 a.m.) 
ADAPTED STORYTIME – Children with 
varying learning styles and abilities learn 
in a safe, supportive environment where 
respect and appreciation for differences 
are encouraged. Content is geared toward 
ages 3-7, but all ages are welcome. Sib-
lings must register separately. Registra-
tion begins one week before each session.

Saturday, Nov. 3 (2-3 p.m.) BRICK 
BUILDERS – Love those bricks? Bring 
your ideas and imagination! Lego and 
Duplo bricks provided. For ages 3-12.

Saturday, Nov. 3 (3:30-4 p.m.) FAMILY 
STORYTIME – An interactive family sto-
rytime featuring books, rhymes, songs, 
movement and a small craft. For families 
with children ages 2-6.

Monday, Nov. 5 (1-1:30 p.m.) YOGA 
TIME! – This is a perfect way to introduce 
yoga and practice simple poses. Wear 
comfortable clothing and bring a towel or 
yoga mat. Ages 3 and up with a caregiver.

Monday, Nov. 5 (2-2:45 p.m.) CROSS 
TRAIN YOUR BRAIN – Highlights proac-
tive measures you can take to enhance 
your brain health, and details benefits of 
brain fitness and ways to improve cogni-
tive ability. Presented by Brookdale Senior 
Living Solutions. Please register.

Monday, Nov. 5 (7-8 p.m.) CARE AND 
COLLECTION OF VINYL RECORDS 
– Gus from A Separate Reality Records 
in Cleveland will discuss what to look 
for when buying or selling records. He 
will also talk about storage and upkeep 
to ensure that your collection can last 
through generations. Please register.

Tuesday, Nov. 6 (10-11:30 a.m.) INTRO 
TO SMARTPHONES – Learn the basics 
of using smartphones, such as screen 
brightness, wifi settings, adding apps and 
more! If bringing your device, please bring 
all account passwords. Please register.

Tuesday, Nov. 6 (3:30-6 p.m.) SUPER 
SMASH TOURNAMENT – Test out your 
skills in Super Smash to see who will claim 
the top spot! Retro consoles and other 
games will be available to play, as well as 
FREE snacks and pop. For grades 7-12.

Tuesday, Nov. 6 (6:30-8 p.m.) SEN-
SORY CONSULT – Is your child both-
ered by noises or have difficulty with busy 
environments? Are you concerned about 
your child’s frequent meltdowns and dif-
ficulty interacting with others? If so, come 
to our Sensory Consult where you and 
your child will meet with a pediatric occu-
pational therapist. Open to children ages 
18 months-12 years. Register at connect-
ingforkids.org/register or 440-250-5563.   

Tuesday, Nov. 6 (7-8:45 p.m.) WEST-
LAKE WESTSHORE ARTS COUNCIL – 
Stained glass artist Judy Dean will demon-
strate the fine art of making stained glass. 
Learn more of the fascinating art form 
that has decorated churches, homes and 
public buildings for thousands of years!

To register for any of the programs, 
please visit westlakelibrary.evanced.info 
or call 440-871-2600. 

Upcoming events                                     
at Westlake Porter Public Library



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

                                                                                                                    WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 16 OCTOBER 2018 11

Friday, Oct. 19, 2018 | 1:00 p.m.
Presented by Christine F. Nelson, APRN, BC 
Center of Brain Health 
Cleveland Clinic Lakewood

Complimentary lunch 

605 Bradley Road, Front Lobby

Please RSVP to Alexis Renney at 
440-348-5424 by October 18, 2018

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

ONeillHC.com

Maintaining 
Your Brain 

by RACHEL POLANIEC

October’s Magical 
History Tour will 
get you all set for 

trick-or-treating, at North 
America’s largest candy 
store: B.A. Sweetie’s on 
Brookpark Road in Cleve-
land, conveniently located 
right off of I-480 East.

If you’ve ever used 
I-480, odds are you’ve passed B.A. 
Sweetie’s on more than one occasion, 
with its large, rainbow-swirl lollipop 
loudly proclaiming to all far and wide 
that there is candy to be had within 
these walls.

Is there ever. Walking into the 
warehouse calls to mind the (para-
phrased) words of Willy Wonka: 
“Don’t lose your head! Don’t get over-
excited!” This is quite a tall order, as 
the 40,000-square-foot candy store 
is stuffed to the brim with every kind 
of candy imaginable. Meandering through 
the soaring rows of sweets, one is greeted 
with stacks of chocolates, Pez, lollipops, 
bubble gum, pretzels, candy sticks and 
jelly beans.

Nostalgia has a home here too, featur-
ing Bonomo Turkish Taffy, BB Batts and 
Regal Crown. Still can’t find exactly what 
you’re looking for? There are also candy-
making supplies for the ultra-industrious. 

Founded in 1950 by brothers-in-law 
Frank Stansny and Al Tokar, Bag A Sweet 
Candy Company began in the base-
ment of Al’s home in Broadview Heights, 

where the two bagged bulk candy until 
they moved to a building on Brookpark 
Road. In 1892 they sold the company to 

current owners Tom and Judi Scheiman. 
Under their leadership, the company 
moved around several times and under-
went various iterations throughout the 
following decades. The current location 
opened in 2015; Sweetie’s Soda Shoppe 
parlor and Sweetie’s Golfland Park share 
the five-acre campus. 

If you need a sweet treat after looking 
through all that candy, the 6,000-square-
foot attached Sweetie’s Soda Shop serves 
ice cream, yogurt and custard year-
round. Signature flavors include classic 
chocolate, vanilla and strawberry, as 
well as bananas foster, pineapple upside 
down cake and campfire s’mores. Enjoy 
a sundae, malt, shake, parfait, smoothie, 
classic cone, or combine any flavor ice 
cream with any of the 200 varieties of soda 
pop for a unique ice cream float. And for 
some post-treat fun (and calorie-burning) 
head on out to the Golfland Park for 36 
holes of mini golf. 

So gather up the kids, grandkids, and 
all who are young at heart, there’s plenty 
of fun for everyone at B.A. Sweetie Candy 
Company. 

B. A. Sweetie Candy Company
MAGICAL HISTORY TOUR

by DAVE SARTIN

The Bay Village Democratic 
Club has launched a mas-

sive canvassing project to reach 
voters before the Nov. 6 election.

More than 20 club mem-
bers visited homes of 2,206 
Democrats or unaffiliated voters 
before Oct. 10 during canvassing 
that has largely been conducted 
on weekends. In a three-day 
period in late September, vol-
unteers stopped at 339 homes.

“We’re focusing on Demo-
crats and unaffiliated voters,” 
said Tom Ryan, canvassing 
coordinator. “When we talk to 
Republicans, we stress that we 
hope they vote and will consider 
Democratic candidates.”

Club members want to 
gauge support for candidates for 
state and federal offices and tell 
residents how they may become 
volunteers. Also, several resi-
dents have indicated they are 
willing to have a political cam-
paign signs placed in their yards.

Voter registration applica-
tions were provided to several 
new families, volunteers said.

For more information, see 
The Bay Village Democrats on 
Facebook, or baydems.org. 

Bay Village Dems 
launch canvass 
before November 
election

Soda Shoppe and entrance to Golfland Park

Candy warehouse

Wall of Jelly Belly jellybeans

Sweetie’s Golfland Park
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Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family 

& Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

New patients Welcome!
Emergencies Welcome!

Offering exceptional care for you and your family.

We are pleased to have 
Dr. Christopher Burns DMD

 join our practice.

Call us for an appointment today.

Holiday Craft 
Fairs & Events

Saturday, Nov. 10 • 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE & SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR

John Knox Presbyterian Church, 25200 Lorain Rd., 
North Olmsted

Admission $1 or one non-perishable food item. Proceeds benefit John Knox Preschool. Over 
80 local artists, crafters & vendors along with Scholastic Books. Ample free parking w/ covered 
drop-off/pick-up area. Stroller and wheelchair accessible. Concessions available. 440-777-5878 

or johnknoxpreschool@att.net for more information.

Have a holiday craft fair or event? For details on advertising in the 
next issue, contact staff@wbvobserver.com or 440-409-0114

by ELAINE WILLIS

Westlake Porter Public Library 
has been honored with a 
Community Partner Award 

from the United Cerebral Palsy Center 
of Greater Cleveland. The Community 
Partner Award recognizes an individual 
or organization that has excelled in 
partnering with UCP to advance its mis-
sion and serve the interests of people 
with special needs.

In her nomination letter, UCP 
Activities and Training Manager Amy 
Vedova said, “The library is more than 
just a place to go for information and 
resources for the individuals we sup-
port; it is a place where they feel wel-
comed, encouraged, and are viewed 
as contributing members of and active 
partners in their community with a 
purpose!”

WPPL has been seeking to better 
serve the special needs community 
since 2011, when it began partnering 
with Connecting for Kids, a local non-
profit providing education and support 

to families of children with develop-
mental challenges.

Special Needs Resource Librarian 
Rebecca Shook was hired in 2014 to 
expand programming, resources and 
partnerships for and with the special 
needs community. One result is that 
volunteers with special needs have been 
serving the library since 2016, many of 
them through the partnership with UCP. 
Currently WPPL has five volunteers with 
special needs, three of whom come 
through UCP.

In addition, the library offers 
monthly programs for children with 
special needs, such as Adapted Story-
time and Sensation Stations, as well as 
Crafty Adults and other programming 
for adults with special needs.

“For several years now we have 
intentionally worked to make individu-
als with special needs feel welcome here 
at WPPL,” said Library Director Andrew 
Mangels. “We appreciate this recogni-
tion of our efforts, and look forward 
to serving this community for years to 
come.” 

Porter Library receives award 
from United Cerebral Palsy Center

by KIM BONVISSUTO

Westlake High School senior Brian Knott 
was named a National Merit Commended 
scholar in the 2019 National Merit Scholar-

ship Program.
Brian is among the 34,000 high scorers on the 

Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Quali-
fying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) to be recognized for their 
outstanding academic promise. These students can 
become candidates for special scholarships provided 
by corporate and business sponsors.

He joins our nine previously named National Merit Semifinalists: Claire 
Brewer, Isabella DiGiulio, Ella Gray, Nate Gray, Hyun Park, Akhilesh Reddy, Mihir 
Shetty, Meghana Tandon and Talia Zheng. 

WHS senior Brian Knott is National 
Merit Commended scholar

Brian Knott

by FRANCES BRAWNER

Westlake Porter Public Library 
will be hosting a free interac-
tive workshop on Saturday, 

Oct. 27, from 2-3:30 p.m. with author 
and speaker Nancy Christie who would 
like to invite aspiring writers of all levels 
with these words:

“Are you in a writing rut? Has your 
muse moved and left no forwarding 
address? Are you having trouble decid-
ing what to write when you sit down to 
write? Not to fear! ‘Jump-Start Your Cre-
ativity’ will help you rev up your inspira-
tion engine so you can continue on your 
writing journey!”

During this 90-minute interactive 
workshop, Nancy Christie will provide 
practical tips to get you out of your writ-
ing rut, drawn from her award-winning 
book, “Rut-Busting Book for Writers.” 
From stocking your writing “toolbox” and 

establishing a writing routine to creat-
ing a writing space and establishing your 
goals, Nancy will give you myriad sugges-
tions to break through your roadblocks 
so you can get back on your creative path. 

Note: National Novel Writing Month 
participants are invited to use this work-
shop to prepare for NaNoWriMo.

Register by calling 440-250-5462 or 
online at westlakelibrary.evanced.info. 

Jump-start your creativity

Nancy Christie

by RANDY RISCH

Sean Gulley, Bay Village Troop 41, earned the 
Eagle Scout rank on Oct. 8. Sean is the Troop’s 

159th Eagle Scout since 1964. He is the son of 
Susan and Michael Gulley of Bay Village.  For 
his Eagle service project, Sean’s team installed a 
wireless internet network at Bethesda on the Bay 
Lutheran Church. Visit troop41.wordpress.com for 
more information about Boy Scout Troop 41. 

Bay Village Scout 
earns Eagle rank

Eagle Scout Sean Gulley

Thank You 
to all of our advertisers. 

You keep us humming along!
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✔ Vote for Experience and Integrity

Michelle, her husband Brendan J. Sheehan, 
& their children

by MEGAN STEWART

Amelie, 17, was born and raised in 
Berlin, Germany. She moved to 
Westlake last year because of her 

father’s work. A fearless traveler, she was 
excited to leave Germany and eager to 
start a new life at Westlake High School.

On Amelie’s first day of high school, 
she was surprised by American patrio-
tism. Unaware that American students 
must pledge their devotion to the flag 
every day, she didn’t stand up for the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

The second surprise was American 
kindness. At the beginning of each class, 
Amelie’s teachers announced she was a 
new student from Germany. Classmates 
inundated her with questions about 
her life in Germany. “Why would other 
kids be so interested in my life?” Amelie 
wondered. But her new peers seemed 
genuinely curious about her world.

In Germany, the stereotypical Amer-
ican is loud and offensive, but here she 
finds they are very polite – possibly too 
polite. To this day, Amelie puzzles over 
what to make of this American friendli-
ness. Is it more about being polite than 
actually caring? Or maybe American kids 
just care more than German kids.  

However, not every student kindly 
embraced Amelie’s German origin. 
Some students asked if she is a Nazi 
– or if Germany is full of Nazis. She 
would reply, “No, I am not a Nazi,” and 
that not all Germans are Nazis. In fact, 
Berlin is quite diverse. If asked again, 
she would say, “There are many more 
Nazis here in America than there are 
in Germany.”

While Amelie does enjoy the 
thoughtful nature of Americans, she 
misses, at times, the uncut manner of 
Germans. For example, Amelie said, “If 
you bump into someone in Germany, 
you keep walking.” No need to think 
twice or apologize. But in the U.S., 
bumping into someone means that both 
parties apologize profusely, as if a seri-
ous tragedy has transpired. Very quickly, 
Amelie got sick of saying “sorry” when 
she didn’t mean it.

The cold nature of Germans is evi-
dent not only in the streets of Berlin, but 
also in schools. German students can be 
judgemental. Especially in Berlin. Amelie 
said if a student wears off-brand clothes, 
they are considered uncool. Neverthe-

less, she likes how her 
German friends were 
frank and offensive in 
a friendly way. How 
can someone be kindly 
offensive? Amelie said 
that they always offered 
their honest opinions, 
which she appreci-
ated. Here, friends 
can be touchy, overly 
sensitive. The jokes 
she shared with her 
German friends might 
be considered cruel in 
U.S. She tries not to 
offend anyone here, but 
misses the blunt candor 
of Germans.

In Berlin, public 
schools are special-
ized, with fewer stu-
dents. Amelie attended 

a school for the arts and 
languages (in addition to 
German, Amelie speaks 
English, Spanish, Japanese 
and French, two of which 
she speaks fluently). There 
are schools for science and 
literature, too.

The daily schedule in 
German schools is very dif-
ferent from that in Westlake 
High School. Germans give 
their students more slack: 
longer lunches, 15-minute 
breaks between classes. At 

Westlake High School, 
students have only four 
minutes to race across 
campus from one class 

to another.
Also, American schools 

have stricter rules. Students 
must be where they’re sup-
posed to be. Nobody leaves 
class unless they have a 
teacher’s written pass. In 
Germany, you’re free to 
leave class and roam the 
school without permission. 
Amelie suspects American 
schools are so keen on stu-
dents’ whereabouts to pro-
tect against gun violence, 
which is not a problem in 

Germany. In her first 
year in America, the 

mass shooting occurred at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Park-
land, Florida. Before that, she had never 
felt unsafe at school.

Amelie believes that American 
schools are easier than German schools. 
In her junior year at Westlake, Amelie 
enrolled in the International Baccalaure-
ate program, a prestigious study program 
recognized internationally. Taking her 
first test in America, Amelie was baffled 
by the idea of multiple choice. Imag-
ine having the correct answer right in 
front of you! In Germany, after studying 
extensively for a test, you answer the test 
questions by writing down everything 
you know about the topic. She also thinks 
American classes move more slowly than 
German classes. In a way, Amelie misses 
the rigor and fast pace of German classes.

German teachers are not there to be 
your friend. They are there to instruct 
and administer homework and tests. She 
was surprised at the informality between 
teachers and students in the U.S. Stu-
dents talk much more in class here 
than in Germany. Having been at both 
extremes, Amelie prefers the German 
strictness.

Although Amelie finds most Ameri-
can students approachable and talkative, 
they are very competitive, especially in 
sports. There are printed T-shirts, jackets 
and pants for each sports team. Students 
wear team attire loyally, as if the school 
name is a brand.

Amelie was shocked by the number 
of sports teams available at Westlake 
High School. In Germany, the selection 
is limited, and sports teams are scarce, 
privately owned and unaffiliated with the 
high school. Amelie swam in Germany, 
but the level of competition at Westlake 
High School was daunting to her, so she 
chose not to swim for the school.

At Westlake High School, Amelie 
was shocked by how many SUVs and 
minivans clog the entrance and crowd 
the parking lot every morning. She was 
alarmed by how much Americans waste. 
In Germany, grocery stores have reusable 
containers, everyone recycles, and cars 
are scarce at high schools. In the U.S., 
most kids, who are able to drive, drive 
their own cars to school even though 
everyone lives nearby. Amelie can be 
found biking to and from school – a rare 
sight in Westlake.

A senior now, Amelie plans to go to 
college overseas. Again, the travel bug has 
caught up with her; time to see another part 
of the world.  

Megan Stewart is a senior at Westlake 
High School.

Amelie in America
STUDENT PERSPECTIVE 

Amelie, who moved to Westlake from Germany, 
bikes to and from school – and down to the West 
Side Market.

Amelie in Kreuzberg, Berlin, a popular place filled 
with students and artists in her native Germany.

Amelie, left, alongside her friends in front of the 
Reichstag, the political center in Berlin.
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by KAREN DERBY

The Bay Village City School District 
will host a Community Meeting on 
School Safety on Thursday, Oct. 

18, from 7-9 p.m. in the Bay High School 
auditorium.

Superintendent Jodie Hausmann 
will moderate and present a lineup of 
speakers on various topics about how the 
district is addressing school safety. Bay 
Village Mayor Paul Koomar and police 
Chief Mark Spaetzel will speak about 
school/city safety collaborations.

Bay Village police detective Kevin 
Krolkoski will review how police train in 
the schools with school staff for violent 
intruder situations.

Bay Middle School principal Sean 
McAndrews, Bay High principal Jason 
Martin and Bay High assistant principal 
Aaron Ereditario will address how safety 
threats and concerns are handled at the 
adolescent level.

Mental health and wellness programs 

for students will be presented 
by Assistant Superintendent of 
Special Services Marty Patton 
and Mary Wise, a social services 
coordinator with the Cuyahoga 
County Educational Service 
Center.

School counselor Megan 
Basel will discuss the Youth 
Mental Health First Aid pro-
gram that has been presented 
to school staff and community 
members over the past year. She 
will explain how it continues to 
give adults the skills they need 
to recognize signs of mental 
health issues in adolescents.

Facilities and commu-
nications safety consultant 
Mike Hartenstein will review 
improvements being planned for school 
buildings to support safety and security.

There will be a question-and-answer 
session at the end of the presentation, 
and all Bay Village residents are invited 

to attend.
“We know that school safety is at the 

top of the mind for many people right 
now,” said Superintendent Hausmann. 
“We want our residents, parents, staff 

and students to know that it is our high-
est priority. We hope that this meeting 
can be another opportunity to inform 
everyone and to get their questions 
answered as best we can.” 

Bay Schools, city host community meeting on school safety

Bay Village Fire Chief Chris Lyons and Mayor Paul Koomar along with city and police 
officials at Bay High during an active shooter simulation.
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by WENDY KOLODKIN

The Westlake Women’s Club will be 
presenting its 29th annual Basket 

of Treasures Marketplace and Craft 
Show. It will be held on Saturday, Nov. 
10,  from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at 
Westlake High School, 27830 Hilliard 
Blvd. All types of crafters and artisans 
will have their creations for sale, from 
seasonal and holiday items and home 

decor to jewelry and pottery. Lunch 
will be available as well as a raffle and 
bake sale featuring many delicious 
home baked goods.

This is the Westlake Women’s Club 
primary fundraising event and the suc-
cess of this show provides scholarships 
for local students and grants to local 
nonprofit organization. Admission at 
the door is $3 for adults and free for 
children under 12. No strollers please. 

WWC presents 29th annual 
Basket of Treasures

by KELSEY PORTER

On Oct. 5 at BAYarts, a new non-
profit organization held their 
first fundraiser under the lights. 

Cleveland Angels, the first chapter of 
National Angels outside of the state of 
Texas, began their mission in the spring. 
The Cleveland Angels’ mission is to 
walk alongside children in the foster 
care system, as well as their caretakers, 
by offering consistent support through 
intentional giving, relationship building 
and mentorship.  

Their first fundraiser at BAYarts 
was a clambake that included a silent 
auction, raffle prizes, personal testimo-
nies, live music and more. Through this 
fundraiser, Cleveland Angels raised over 
$21,000.

With over 175 attendees at the 
clambake, the community seemed to be 
gleaming with generosity and passion 
about this new organization’s purpose. 
Personal testimonies from two sets of 
local foster-parents, and one of Cleve-
land Angels’ own board members who 
experienced the foster care system as a 
child, were exceptionally inspirational 
and really helped guests to better under-
stand the need that this organization 
can fill within our foster care commu-
nities here in Cleveland. All but one of 
Cleveland Angels’ nine board members 
live in Bay Village, Westlake or Rocky 
River.

You may be asking yourself what 
intentional giving, relationship building 
and mentorship mean to this organiza-
tion. Cleveland Angels defines inten-

tional giving as the giving of thought-
ful gifts and resources that meet the 
real needs of the child and their entire 
family. One way they do this is through 
their Love Box program, where a group 
of volunteers is assigned a foster family 

to build a relationship 
with by spending time 
with them every month. 
This meet-up is centered 
around a “Love Box” full 
of items the family needs.

Relationship build-
ing is devoting time and 
energy to foster healthy 
relationships that pro-
mote healing through 
connection. To Cleveland 
Angels, mentorship means 
equipping and empower-
ing our communities’ 
children to be prepared 
for adult living and reach 
their fullest potential.

Not everybody is 
called to foster or adopt, 

but everyone can make a difference 
in a child’s life. If you have interest in 
empowering children in foster care and 
their caretakers to succeed, go to clean-
gels.org or call 440-476-0384 for more 
information. 

Cleveland Angels’ President Gretchen Dupps 
speaks to guests about her personal connection 
to foster care and the organization’s mission.

Foster care nonprofit holds 
first fundraiser in Bay Village

by LORILYNN WOLF

Do you know a child 
who goes above 
and beyond to 

help others? If so, nomi-
nate him or her for the 
Connecting for Kids “Kind 
Kid Award.”

The Kind Kid Award 
is given to a child under 

13 years of age who dem-
onstrates kindness and 
compassion to peers. The 
nomination should include 
specific examples of acts of 
kindness performed by the 
nominee.

The nomination dead-
line is Thursday, Nov. 1. To 
nominate a child, fill out the 
form found on the organiza-

tion’s website at connecting-
forkids.org/Board-Awards. 
Every child nominated will 
receive a certificate to rein-
force his or her actions.

The child selected for 
the Kind Kid Award will 
be publicly honored at the 
Connecting for Kids Winter 
Fundraiser on Saturday, 
Feb. 9. 

Connecting for Kids accepting 
nominations for ‘Kind Kid Award’

Help Support the Observer    Keep citizen journalism a worthy asset in our community
The Observer is offered free to the community thanks to the civic-minded businesses and organizations that support the paper 

through advertising and distribution. Help sustain this community project by participating as an advertising partner.
Call us today for great rates at 440-409-0114 or email staff@wbvobserver.com.
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by TARA MCGUINNESS

“The Wolf Man,” “The Bride 
of Frankenstein,” “Creature 
from the Black Lagoon” – 

these horror movies from Hollywood’s 
Golden Age catapulted the characters to 
cult status. On Saturday, Oct. 20, at 2 p.m., 
Largely Literary Theater presents light-
hearted sketches, props and costume 
pieces to explore Hollywood’s Golden 
Age of Horror. Join us for a monstrous 
good time that shows how famous film 
fiends became beloved characters. This 
presentation will be followed by a Q&A 
session. There will also be a book sign-
ing featuring many of Mark Dawidziak’s 
horror-centric titles. You won’t want to 
miss this fun program just in time for 
Halloween!

CHILDREN
• Mondays & Tuesdays (10 a.m.) 

TODDLER STORYTIME – ages 19-35 
months.

• Tuesdays (6:45 p.m.) FAMILY STO-
RYTIME – for all ages

• Wednesdays (10 a.m.) BABY AND 
ME STORYTIME – ages birth-18 
months

• Thursdays (10 a.m.) PRESCHOOL 
STORYTIME – ages 3-5 (not yet in 

kindergarten)

• Fridays (10 a.m.) FAMILY STORY-
TIME - for all ages 

Wednesday, Oct. 24 (7 p.m.) NATION-
AL CHEMISTRY WEEK: CHEMISTRY IS 
OUT OF THIS WORLD! – Grades 2-6: 
Come join us for fun, hands-on activities 
that let you get close to the action! Be 
prepared to get in and get messy. Led by 
volunteers from the American Chemical 
Society. Registration required. 

Thursday, Oct. 25 (4 p.m.) AMERI-
CAN GIRL: KAYA – Learn about the 
times and cultures represented by the 
dolls. Feel free to bring your doll to the 
program if you have one. Registration 
required.

TEEN
Wednesdays, Oct. 17, 24, 31 and Nov. 
7 (3 p.m.) TEEN ZONE – Grades 5 & up: 
Hang out with something fun to do after 
school – gaming, art, movies, technology 
and more! 

Tuesday, Oct. 23 (7 p.m.) TAKE 
APART TECH – Have fun taking apart 
appliances, electronics and other stuff to 
see what’s inside. Registration required.

Thursday, Nov. 1 (3 p.m.) WRITE ON 
– Join us for fun, quirky and challeng-
ing writing exercises and activities to 
get your creativity flowing. Registration 
required.

ADULT
Wednesday, Oct. 17 (7 p.m.) COOL 
KNIGHTS – Join us for the Cleveland 
Museum of Art’s program: “Cool Knights: 
Armor from the European Middle Ages 
and Renaissance.” Adult participants 
will explore the Middle Ages and Renais-
sance through actual museum artifacts – 
the armor and weaponry of the medieval 
and Renaissance knight.  

Friday, Oct. 19 (10 a.m.) BAYARTS 
BOOK DISCUSSION – Join friends, 
neighbors and library staff for this 
monthly book discussion on the BAYarts 
campus. This month’s title, “Red Clocks” 
by Leni Zumas, is available at the library 
and BAYarts one month before the dis-
cussion.   

Saturday, Oct. 20 (2 p.m.) MONSTERS 
ARE UNIVERSAL: SILVER SCREAMS 
IN HOLLYWOOD’S GOLDEN AGE – See 
description at top.

Tuesday, Nov. 6 (7 p.m.) MONTHLY 
MAKERS – Join us each month to create 
a do-it-yourself project. This month we’ll 
make a vinyl decal ornament. All materi-
als will be provided.

Please register to attend the programs 
online at cuyahogalibrary.org, call us at 
440-871-6392, or stop in to the library 
at 502 Cahoon Road and register with a 
librarian. 

Upcoming programs at Bay Village Branch Library

by DIANA PI, M.D.

For this article, I diligently 
researched incontinence jokes, 
but none put me in stitches. So 

I’ll lay it out straight.
Women lose urine. And it’s not 

an “old-woman’s” thing. One-third of 
women between the ages of 30 and 50 
report urinary incontinence.

If you can handle the occasional 
accidents and still find pee jokes funny, 
then do what you’ve always done. But 
if you sleep poorly, have tripped and 
fallen while rushing to restrooms, 
or find these accidents annoying, 
depressing, embarrassing and activity-
limiting – know there’s help.

Here’s a glimpse of what you and 
doctors can start with.

First let’s figure out what type of 
urinary incontinence you have. Treat-
ments are somewhat different.

There are many types of urinary 
incontinence; most women have one 
(or a combination) of two types. Stress 
incontinence occurs with stress like 
sneezing, laughing and jumping.

Urgency incontinence is the “I got 
to go,” that is, the minute you feel the 
urge to void, you need to void imme-
diately or accidents happen. You know 
the locations of all the restrooms in 
places you frequent.

A few simple maneuvers can 
relieve both types of incontinence.
1. Cut down on natural “water pills” 

like smoking, alcohol and caffeine.
2. Drink small amounts of water 

frequently (4-5 ounces per hour) 
instead of large amount of water 
periodically.

3. Schedule regular restroom breaks 
– every two to three hours (shorter 
intervals if you just had your morn-
ing coffee). Void before you even 
feel the urge.

Can you still leak after you 
“empty” your bladder? Unfortunately, 
yes. The problem is that after voiding, 
the bladder normally retains up to 200 
milliliters of urine. While scheduled 
restroom breaks cannot eliminate 
accidents, it can downgrade Hurricane 
Michael to trickles.  

Specific treatments for stress 
incontinence:
1. Kegel exercises (pelvic floor muscle 

contraction). One study showed by 
doing 30 contractions daily (“3 sets 
of 10 contractions held for 10 sec-
onds each”) for a year, 68 percent 
of women achieved complete relief. 
It’s safe and free; I’m sold.

2. For those thinking about losing a 
few pounds, here’s another incen-
tive. Stress incontinence responds 
well to modest weight loss. Studies 

show you can halve the incidence 
of accidents.

3. Surgeries – like the midurethral 
sling, a 30-minute outpatient pro-
cedure – can restore healthy anat-
omy and boast a median cure rate 
of 84 percent at one year. A good 
option after you’ve tried everything 
else.

Specific treatments for urgency 
incontinence:
1. Drugs. Urgency incontinence is 

the bladder equivalent of ADHD. 
Instead of surgery, seven FDA med-
ications work, albeit modestly, by 
relaxing bladder muscles.

2. In addition, while not specifically 
designed for incontinence, estro-
gen (female hormone) in the form 
of vaginal suppository might help. 
But bizarrely, estrogen taken by 
mouth might worsen incontinence. 
Don’t ask me why. I also don’t know 
why everybody’s ogling over the 
new movie “A Star Is Born.”

On the bright side, your bladder’s 
short attention span allows you to sit 
out anything you don’t want to do. 
Like group Skype, destination wed-
ding, watching another rebirth of “A 
Star Is Born,” placenta-eating party. 
I’m not saying you should; I’m saying, 
in my experience, nobody dares to 
rebut. 

Handle urinary incontinence easily
THE MEDICAL INSIDER

by JOHN HORTON

Cuyahoga Community College 
will examine the Syrian refugee 
crisis during a Learning for Life 

lecture series program Tuesday, Oct. 
23, at Corporate College West.

The free program will focus on the 
human toll of Syria’s ongoing civil war 
and the limitations of the international 
response. Speakers include three aid 
workers working on the front lines of 
the relief effort.
Panelists include:
• Dr. Maher Azzouz, president of the 

Ohio chapter of the Syrian American 
Medical Society (SAMS), a nonprofit 
global medical relief organization.

• Rami Kalash, a SAMS member and 
fourth-year student at the Northeast 
Ohio Medical University who made a 
mission trip to Jordan to help Syrian 
refugees.

• Jenin Sallouha, a social worker who 
has made two mission trips to Jordan 
and helped open a refugee center for 
children.

The program will be held from 
6-7:30 p.m. in room 112 at Corporate 
College West, located at 25425 Center 
Ridge Road in Westlake. No registra-
tion is required. For more information, 
call 216-987-5968.

The Learning for Life lecture 
series covers a range of topics impor-
tant to the community. Visit www.tri-c.
edu/LearningForLife for a schedule of 
upcoming events. 

Tri-C program 
examines Syrian 
refugee crisis

Tri-C’s Women in 
Transition program 
opens registration
by JOHN HORTON

The Women in Transition pro-
gram at Cuyahoga Commu-
nity College celebrates its 40th 

anniversary this fall with another 
session of classes in Westlake to 
empower women in their pursuit of 
education, training and a career.

Classes will be held at Corporate 
College West from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
from Oct. 29 to Dec. 12. 

The eight-week course is 
designed to assist women in tran-
sitional periods of their lives, such 
as a career change or return to the 
workforce.

Participants build confidence 
and skills through classes on personal 
development, career exploration and 
financial and computer literacy. The 
noncredit program is free and open 
to the public. Registration is required.

To learn more or to enroll, call 
216-987-5764. Corporate College 
West is at 25425 Center Ridge Road 
in Westlake. 

Thank You to all of our advertisers who contribute to the Observer! 
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wbvobserver.com/members

BECOME AN 
OBSERVER!

JOIN OVER 1,000 
CITIZEN WRITERS

COMMUNITY EVENTS Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop St. James Anglican Catholic Church

Please consult our website for additional information and services
www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Sung Mass
Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Catholic Faith in the
Anglican Tradition

1681 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. 
in Cleveland, Ohio

UPCOMING EVENT? 
Promote it by advertising in the Observer
GET MORE EXPOSURE – PLUS YOU’LL HELP SUPPORT 
THIS GREAT COMMUNITY RESOURCE!
Contact Denny@WBVObserver for details, or call 440-409-0114

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Approval required. ©2017WBVO

CMN
Painting

10% OFF Painting
WHEN MENTION THIS AD

Residential & Commercial 
Exterior & Interior Painting

Owner operated with 
15 years experience 
FREE ESTIMATES

Call Chris Nagle
216.551.6296
cmnpainting.com

A+

Are you ready to let your light shine?
       Cultivate your best qualities         Enhance your self-care
       Learn powerful tools and techniques
       Create and design the life you are meant to live

Diane DiFrancesco, Transformational Life Coach
440.221.4716   |   https://www.facebook.com/connecttoyourjoy/ 

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2018WBVO

Friday, Oct. 19, 7-8:30 p.m.
THE HAUNTED TREAT TRAIL
Back again is the Haunted Treat Trail through 
the Westlake Recreation grounds. There will be 
plenty of treat stops; wear your favorite costume. 
Refreshments will be provided. Everyone must 
be registered (including adults). Pre-registration 
is encouraged, however registration will be 
taken the day of the event until 8:15 p.m. Trail 
is appropriate for young children. Cost: $3 Rec 
members / $4 non-members if registering by Oct. 
17. Cost day of the event is $5.
Westlake Recreation Center, 28955 Hilliard Blvd.

Fridays and Saturdays, Oct. 19, 20, 26, 27, 8 p.m. 
and Sunday, Oct. 28, 3 p.m.
'WAR OF THE WORLDS: THE PANIC 
BROADCAST'
Bay Theater presents the legend of the broadcast 
of the H. G. Wells sci-fi classic “War of the Worlds” 
by the Mercury Theater Company that starred 
Orson Welles. Tickets are $12 for adults; $10 for 
seniors and students. Visit www.BayTheater.org 
for links to online reservations or call 440-847-
8494 and leave a message with your name, phone 
number and preferred date of performance.
St. Barnabas Church, Parkside Hall, 468 Bradley Rd.

Saturday, Oct. 20. 8 a.m.-noon
KIDDIE KLOSET KIDS RESALE
The Westlake Early Childhood PTA sale will feature 
gently used baby items, kids clothing, toys, games, 
furniture, and maternity clothes. Admission is $5 
for the early-bird preview from 8-9:00 a.m. and $1 
for entrance from 9:00 a.m.-noon. Cash sales only. 
Please, no bills larger than $20. For more details, 
visit wecpta.org/kiddiekloset. 
Westlake High School, 27830 Hilliard Blvd.

Saturday. Oct. 20, 9 a.m.
THE BAY VILLAGE FOUNDATION RUN
Enjoy a 5K run or 1-mile walk through beautiful 
Bay Village. Online/mail pre-registration, $20; race 
day registration, $25. Cool Dry Tech shirts will be 
given to the first 300 participants. Great prizes 
to top finishers in age divisions. Silent auction. 
For more information and registration link, visit 
thebayvillagefoundation.org.
Bay Middle School, 27725 Wolf Rd.

Saturday, Oct. 20, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and   
Sunday, Oct. 21, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
QUILT SHOW
Quilters' Legacy of Lakewood service projects 
include lap quilts for wheelchair bound veterans, 
pillowcases for women/children shelters and 
isolette quilts for the NICU at Fairview Hospital. 
We will be featuring vendors, raffle quilt & raffle 
baskets. Along with Westside Art Quilters Exhibit. 
Admission is $5 per person; $3 for children 12 & 
under. 
Rocky River Civic Center, 21016 Hilliard Blvd.

Saturday, Oct. 20, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
TELESCOPE NIGHT
Join telescope expert and NASA JPL Solar System 
Ambassador, Bill Reed, for an evening under 
the stars. We will begin in the planetarium for 
an overview of the constellations and planets 
in the night sky. Weather permitting, we’ll head 
outdoors for telescope viewing through our 
8-inch Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope. For ages 6 
and up. Fee: $8/person.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Monday, Oct. 22, 11:30 a.m.
CLEVELAND CULTURAL GARDENS
Paul Burik, former president of the Cleveland 
Cultural Gardens, will tell us about the past, present 
and future of this local treasure. These gardens 
represent the great diversity of Cleveland residents 
and are unique in the world. Luncheon served; $5 
fee for guests. RSVP at bayvillagegardenclub.com 
or by calling Sharen at 440-871-9098.
Bay United Methodist Church, 29931 Lake Rd.

Friday, Oct. 26, 6-9 p.m.
HALLOWEEN CELEBRATION & HAYRIDE
Put on your costume and trick-or-treat through 
our Wildlife Gardens! Make a Halloween craft, hop 
on a hayride and view the stars at a family-friendly 
holiday show in Schuele Planetarium. We'll 
provide dinner so you can relax by a crackling 
fireplace at this non-scary celebration. Hayrides 
run rain or shine. Dinner is included. For all ages. 
Fee: $15/adults; 10/children ages 2 and up; 1 year 
and under are free.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Friday, Oct. 26, 7-10 p.m.
ZOMBIE ESCAPE ROOM
Grab your crew to save dinner! A fun, interactive 
evening with great food, libations, bonfires and 
music. Limited advance tickets are $35; includes 
food, drink ticket & zombies! To benefit the 
Playhouse renovation. Ages 21+.
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd.

Saturday, Oct. 27, noon-2 p.m.
BOO VILLAGE HALLOWEEN MARCH
Children are invited to dress in their Halloween 
costumes. Bay Village Auxiliary Police will escort 
children and parents across Wolf Road where 
children can trick-or-treat at Bay Square and at 
Dover Center Road merchants.
Meet at Bayway Cabin, 400 Bryson Lane

Saturday, Oct. 27, 6-10 p.m.
PARKNAZ FAMILY FALL FESTIVAL
Kids of all ages are encouraged to wear their 
costumes and join us for a night filled with 
laughter, games, food, prizes, lots of candy and 
great company. Stay and join us in watching a 
family friendly movie ("Inside Out") at dusk on the 
lawn. Admission is FREE, but we welcome any and 
all food donations for a Westlake family in need.
Parkside Church of the Nazarene, 23600 Hilliard 
Blvd., Westlake

Wednesday, Oct. 31, 6-8 p.m.
BAY VILLAGE AND WESTLAKE
TRICK-OR-TREATING HOURS

Tuesday, Nov. 6, 6:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
ELECTION DAY

Wednesday, Nov. 7, 1-2:30 p.m.
FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH ASSISTANCE
Members of Cuyahoga West Chapter of the Ohio 
Genealogical Society will offer assistance to the 
public. If you have data recorded to pedigree 
and/or family group sheets, please bring these 
forms with you. For more information, visit www.
cwcogs.org or email cuyahogawest@gmail.com.
Westlake Porter Public Library 27333 Center Ridge Rd.


